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Construction Workgroup 

May 11, 2005 Teleconference Meeting Summary 
 
General Update on the Collaborative 
 
Debrief on March Full-Collaborative, Public Workshop – The Workshop was structured around 
identifying areas of interest for each of the 5 Sector Workgroups and orienting those interests 
toward resources that are available and/or will be available.  There were almost 200 people in 
attendance and co-sponsoring partners contributed approximately $30,000 toward the workshop 
to support non-profit scholarships, the dinner cruise, meals and snacks, and speakers.   
 
The primary goal and purpose of the Public Workshop was to create an opportunity for face-to-
face interaction beyond virtual conference call meetings and to push projects forward.  It also 
gave Collaborative members an opportunity to learn more about a variety of federal funding 
opportunities and to meet federal agency DC-based staff and managers involved in these 
programs.  EPA received some feedback that while the funding information was well appreciated, 
the Sector Workgroups would have liked more time for Sector-specific meetings.  There was also 
some feedback that more of an effort needs to be placed on recruiting and including non-profit, 
community-bases and user stakeholders in the Collaborative.  
 
Website revisions and progress – All presentations and materials from the Workshop are posted 
on the Collaborative website and are available for download.  EPA has also designed a 
“Resources” area on the website that has a substantial list of current grant opportunities.  This 
will be an important gateway and focus of attention in the next year to facilitate interest and 
applications to existing grant opportunities. 
 
Status of EPA RFIP – Over 50 grant applicants totaling over $13.5 million in projects were 
submitted to the EPA R9 and R10 Request for Initial Proposals; EPA chose 13 finalists for $1.25 
million in grants.  Finalists have been notified and EPA is working with these finalists to 
complete their final grant applications.  EPA expects to announce and make the grants in late 
summer, with a corresponding media blitz in August.  In addition, EPA is still working to 
increase the amount of grant money available in FY05 funds, so that additional RFIP applicants 
could receive awards.  
 
Status of federal, state and local budget updates –  
EPA – The President’s FY 2006 proposed budget included $15 million for a National Clean 
Diesel Initiative.  The majority of the initial year’s funds will go to the West Coast Collaborative. 
This was EPA’s largest budget increase behind homeland security, salaries and rent.  In addition, 
EPA’s FY06 budget includes $10 million for Clean School Bus USA and $9 million for 
Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE), a program dedicated to reducing toxics 
(often times diesel) in environmental justice communities. The House Appropriations Committee 
mark-up in May included $10 million for the National Clean Diesel Initiative, $10 million for 
Clean School Bus USA and $3 million for CARE. The appropriations process will continue 
throughout the summer and early fall. 
 



There are also a number of transportation bills, such as CMAQ funds, that could make available 
up to $11 billion for non-attainment areas based on transportation infrastructure.  While the 
funding has traditionally been used for on-road projects, the new language could open up these 
funds to the construction sector.  Michelle Roos sent an email to Collaborative with an update on 
this process. 
 
Kevin Downing of Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, initiated discussion about the 
education and resources group that Seyed Sadredin from San Joaquin Valley APCD, Lynn Terry, 
California Air Resources Board, and Richard Stedman, Olympic Region Clean Air Association, 
have formed to coordinate non-federal Collaborative partners to lobby for additional funds for 
diesel mitigation.  He impressed upon the Workgroup that while EPA is providing leadership and 
administrative coordination for the Collaborative, it is up to the non-federal partners to advocate 
for the funds from Congress and the hope is to do so in a coordinated way.  The most effective 
outreach effort will include state and local agencies in partnership with private interests. Kevin 
asked that all interested members contact one of the three leads directly: 
Seyed –  seyed.sadredin@valleyair.org 
Lynn – lterry@arb.ca.gov 
Richard – richard@orcaa.org 
Or contact Kevin directly: DOWNING.Kevin@deq.state.or.us 
 
Collaborative activities - In the first year “start-up” phase of the organization, the Collaborative 
has developed a pattern of activity.  As the Collaborative enters its second year of existence, it is 
important to confirm the direction it is headed.  Building on the existing pattern, the following list 
is a suggestion of Collaborative activities that could guide the organization over the next year: 

 Host one-hour Sector Workgroup teleconference meetings every other month focused 
on information exchange (grants and conferences and public agency initiatives) and 
coordination of regional projects 

 Initiate one or two large-scale Public Workshops each year (alternating NW and SW) 
 Conduct ISC meetings every other month, generally preceding Sector Workgroup 

teleconference meetings 
 Conduct periodic press events to highlight successes along the West Coast and the 

need for ongoing efforts 
 Fund an annual EPA Region 9 and Region 10 RFIP for regional diesel emissions 

reductions projects 
 Possibly fund and/or advertise other federal RFIPs 
 Continue federal agency efforts to try to secure additional funds for diesel projects in 

the President’s Budget and individual agency budgets 
 Support outreach activities by non-federal government members through the ad hoc 

education resources committee  
 Continue to develop and add to the Collaborative website and develop other outreach 

materials as needed; and 
 Initiate multiple small scale “funding forums” for Collaborative partners to educate 

local decision makers on the impacts of diesel and how to apply for/better utilize 
existing federal resources. 

 
In addition, Kevin Downing mentioned that he was interested in taking the lead on working clean 
diesel into construction projects (Washington Ecology, Caterpillar and others – perhaps WSPA – 
will join). 
 

Current Funding Opportunities Update 



The new Collaborative website has a significantly revised and updated “Resources” page to 
provide quick links to current and on-going potential diesel emissions reductions funding sources:  
http://www.westcoastcollaborative.org/resources.htm.  One opportunity is highlighted below: 

EPA Diesel Retrofit Program - For partnership projects that demonstrate the applicability and 
feasibility of implementation of EPA and/or California Air Resources Board verified (or certified) 
pollution reduction retrofit technologies in nonroad vehicles and equipment such as those used in 
construction or port-related activities.  The total estimated funding for this project is up to 
$800,000. EPA anticipates awarding 8-12 cooperative agreements, each ranging from $50,000 to 
$150,000.  Notification of intent to apply is due by May 27, 2005, and complete applications must 
be submitted and received no later than July 1, 2005.  Non-profit or public agencies are eligible 
(103 grants), but the funding can be used to fund privately owned vehicles.   
 
Alaska Biodiesel Project Update 
Alaska has a project underway that is testing biodiesel produced from fish oil.  The fish oil from 
the Alaska processing plants is currently sent to Honolulu to be processed and returned as 
biodiesel, then trucked to Denali National Park and other test sites (Feasibility studies are 
underway to developing processing capability in Alaska).  Initial tests ran about 80 gallons 
through a genset.  The test revealed higher lubricity and higher than expected energy (only a 1% 
loss of power on a B100). This was consistent with the largest test in Canada, which confirmed 
that the lubricity was as good at 5% as most higher blends.  It was noted that stationary engines in 
Alaska are better suited to deal with the cold flow issues of biodiesel than mobile sources.   
 
The project envisions running up to 80,000 gallons of B20 in trucks in the park and in 55KW 
gensets.  The project team is currently looking for data on diesel gensets in Alaska.  Call 
participants suggested the following sources of information: 

• Peter Crimp in Alaska pcrimp@aidea.org has info on rural gensets 
• The Park Service has a genset database, contact terry.brennan@nps.gov 
• Alaska DEC also has a list of stationary gensets 

 
For further or questions on the project, contact Tim Hudson at 907-644-3381, 
tim.hudson@nps.gov.   
 
Sacramento Construction Retrofit 
Freya Arick, Sacramento Metro AQMD, reported on their construction equipment retrofit and 
repower program.  Any major project (land use development of 10 acres or more) requires a 20% 
NOx reduction and 45% PM reduction compared to California state-wide average.  In advance of 
a major project, the contractor must submit an equipment inventory list for review to compare to 
the state average.  To achieve the reductions, the contractor can use newer equipment, retrofit 
equipment, or repower equipment (contractors can use Carl Moyer funds to meet the goals).  To 
date, the program has led to retrofits and repowers to Tier 2 engines for 85 pieces of older 
equipment.  The program helps to generate interest in the Moyer Program and highlights diesel 
reduction opportunities for the construction sector.   
Everything that goes through Carl Moyer requires verified technology, but since there are no 
verified products for off-road, CEQA allows for pre-verified technologies as long as you can get 
the permit approved.  For more information, contact Peter Christensen at 916-874-4886 or visit 
the website http://www.airquality.org/ceqa/index.shtml#Construction. 
 



Attendees 
Contact 
Name Contact Organization Contact Phone Contact e-mail 

Antonio 
Santos 

Manufacturers of Emission 
Controls Association 

(202) 296-4797 asantos@meca.org 

Brewster 
Boyd 

Ross & Associates 206-447-1805 brewster.boyd@ross-assoc.com 

Dana Warn U.S. EPA, Region 10 206-553-6390 Warn.dana@epa.gov 
Dipankar 
Sarkar 

South Coast Air Quality 
Management District 

909-396-2273 DSarkar@aqmd.gov 

Doug Emig Johnson Matthey, Inc. (925) 362-8242 emigdo@jmusa.com 
Ellen Garvey Cleaire 415-421-4213 

ext 12 
egarvey@pacbell.net 

Freya Arick Sacramento Metropolitan Air 
Quality Management District 

916-874-4891 FARICK@airquality.org 

Greg Miller Associated General 
Contractors/Oregon Columbia 
Chapter 

 gregm@agc-oregon.org 

Ian 
McDonald 

ECS of Canada   

John Garrett Donaldson Company, Inc.  garrett@mail.donaldson.com 
John Brock U.S. EPA Region 9 415-972-3999 brock.john@epa.gov 
Kathy Diehl U.S. EPA Region 9 415-972-3996 diehl.kathy@epa.gov 
Kathi Harris Good Company Associates 512-279-0761 kharris@goodcompanyassociates.

com 
Kevin 
Downing 

Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality 

503-229-6549 DOWNING.Kevin@deq.state.or.
us 

Larry 
Sherwood 

Sacramento AQMD 916-874-4802 lgreene@airquality.org 

Michelle 
Roos 

U.S. EPA Region 9 415-947-4187 roos.michelle@epa.gov 

Mike Boyer Washington State Department 
of Ecology 

360-407-6863 mboy461@ecy.wa.gov 

Mike 
Neuenburg 

Sacramento Metropolitan Air 
Quality Management District 

mneuenburg@a
irquality.org 

916-874-1676 

Mike Waugh California Air Resources 
Board 

916-445-6018 mwaugh@arb.ca.gov 

Patricia 
Monahan 

Union of Concerned Scientists 510-843-1872, 
X-308 

pmonahan@ucsusa.org 

Peter 
Murchie 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 503-326-6554 murchie.peter@epa.gov 

Penelope 
McDaniel 

U.S. EPA Region 9 415-972-3178 mcdaniel.penelope@epa.gov 

Rob 
Ferguson 

Fleetguard Emissions 
Solutions 

812.377.0140 rob.r.ferguson@Fleetguard.com 



Contact 
Name Contact Organization Contact Phone Contact e-mail 

Stephen S. 
Hurd 

Caterpillar, Inc 309-578-6088 Hurd_Stephen_S@cat.com 

Steve Albrink US EPA HQ 202-343-9671 albrink.steve@epamail.epa.gov 
Steve 
Gilchrist 

Canadian Hydrogen Energy 
Company, Ltd 

1-800-550-4066 sgilchrist@globaltech.ca 

TC Wilson The Alaska Power Association 907-688-4101 tcwilson@alaskapower.org 
Tim Hudson National Park Service 307-344-2313 tim_hudson@nps.gov 
Timothy 
Taylor 

Cleaire 916-296-7049 timothy.w.taylor@cleaire.com 

Tod 
Wickersham 

Good Company Associates 512-480-2217 TWickersham@GoodCompanyA
ssociates.com 

Urszula 
Miezio 

Johnson Matthey, Inc. 610-341-3435 mieziub@jmusa.com   

Wayne Elson U.S. EPA, Region 10 206-553-1463 Elson.wayne@epa.gov 
 
 


